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same geometrical facts has been shown to be many and varied.
3.    By the comparison of space with other manifolds, more general concepts have been reached, of which the geometric represents a special case.   Geometric thought has thus been freed from conventional limitations, heretofore imagined insuperable.
4.    By the  demonstration  of  the existence  of manifolds allied to but different from space,  entirely new questions have been suggested.    What is space physiologically, physically, geometrically? To what are its specific properties to be attributed, since others are also conceivable?    Why is space three-dimensional, etc. ?
With questions such as these, though we must not expect the answer to-day or to-morrow, we stand before the entire profundity of the domain to be investigated. We shall say nothing of the inept strictures of the Boeotians, whose coming Gauss predicted, and whose attitude determined him to reserve. But what shall we say to the acrid and captious criticisms to which Gauss, Riemann and their associates have been subjected by men of highest standing in the scientific world? Have these men never experienced in their own persons the truth that inquirers on the outermost boundaries of knowledge frequently discover many things that will not slip smoothly into all heads, but which are not on that account arrant nonsense? True, such inquirers are liable to error, but even the errors of some men are often more fruitful in their consequences than the discoveries of others.